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1. New ETICA Researchers

In March 2026, the ETICA project welcomed four new researchers to its academic team. Dr. Xintong Wei,
Dr. Rory Aird, Dr. Kinley Gillette, and Dr. Davit Akelyan, under the leadership of ERA Chair and ETICA
Director Professor Maria Baghramian, will pursue their own philosophical research and help organize
ETICA’s programme of workshops, public lectures, conferences, and Research-in-Progress meetings. Over
the lifetime of the project, the Center expects to publish at least ten peer-reviewed open-access articles and
two co-edited special issues on trust and hope in times of crisis. Full biographies are available at
etica.aua.am/researchers.

Dr. Xintong Wei

Originally from southeastern China, Dr. Xintong Wei joins ETICA following a PERITIA postdoctoral
fellowship at University College Dublin, with earlier posts at the Universities of Stirling and Edinburgh. She
received her PhD in 2021 from the joint St Andrews-Stirling Philosophy Graduate Programme. Her research
at the Center focuses on the nature of political beliefs and on democratic deliberation in the digital age; in
her previous work she has argued that truth, rather than utility or pleasure, is the norm for belief.

Dr. Rory Aird

Originally from Lesmahagow, Scotland, Dr. Rory Aird completed his undergraduate, master’s, and PhD
studies in philosophy at the University of Glasgow, finishing his doctorate in 2025. He works in social and
political epistemology, with a particular interest in “bad beliefs” and how best to counter them. His current
large-scale project develops the concept of “epistemic legitimacy,” drawing on recent work in zetetic
epistemology to address problems of misinformation; he is also writing on large language models and their
relation to knowledge.

Dr. Kinley Gillette

Dr. Kinley Gillette is a philosopher of science (PhD, University of British Columbia) whose work lies at the
intersection of political epistemology, public health, and the environmental sciences. He explores the role
of science in democracy, and in particular what happens when science comes under strain from democratic
political processes and culture. His current research draws on tools from political theory — such as the
concept of a “veto power” — to develop alternative approaches to problems like vaccine refusal,
foregrounding the dynamics of power rather than science communication alone.

Dr. Davit Akelyan

Davit Akelyan holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in philosophy and recently defended his PhD at
Yerevan State University with great success. His dissertation explores the idea of fallibilism in contemporary
philosophy of science, with particular attention to epistemic justification, scientific progress, and the
implications of Fallibilist Social Methodology for socio-political and institutional questions. Before joining
ETICA he was a teaching associate for Introduction to Ethics at AUA; he is also a member of the Chatham
House Common Futures Conversations programme and serves on the editorial board of Scientific Artsakh.
With the Deputy Director of the Center Dr Arshak Balayan, he is currently preparing a Handbook in Applied
Ethics in Armenian, an essential step in strengthening ethics education and scholarship in the region.


https://etica.aua.am/researchers/
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2. Professor Jonathan Wolff’s Visit (20-24 April 2026)

In April 2026, ETICA hosted Professor Jonathan Wolff (Oxford) for a week-long series of academic events.
Full coverage of the visit is available at newsroom.aua.am.

Public Lecture (20 April)

The first event was ETICA’s inaugural public lecture, held at the Faculty of
Philosophy and Psychology at Yerevan State University. Drawing on his
extensive research, Professor Wolff explored patterns of trust and distrust in
government, arguing that governments expecting trust from their citizens
should also show that they trust the public.

Research-in-Progress Seminar and Masterclass (21 April)

Professor Wolff took part in a Research in Progress session on the translation,
by Dr. Hamlet Simonyan (YSU) of his Ethics and Public Policy: A Philosophical
Inquiry (Routledge, 2019). The translation is a part of ETICA’s eight book
translation initiative, directed by Dr. Arshak Balayan.

Before the seminar, Professor Wolff gave a masterclass to AUA students enrolled in Dr. Balayan’s course
Ethics in Public Affairs where Wolff’s Ethics and Public Policy is one of the central readings. The session
offered students a rare opportunity to meet the author, hear his reasons for writing the book, and put
questions to him on the chapters they had studied.

Research Workshop (22 April)

The third event was a day-long research workshop on themes arising from
Professor Wolff’s publications. Professor Wolff opened with “New Technology
and Emotional Intelligence,” followed by Professor Maria Baghramian'’s
“Reflections on Trust and Governance”, responding to Prof. Wolff’s public
lecture on April 20. This intensive research event continued with sessions by
Dr. Jean-Francois Caron (C. Judson King Endowed Visiting Professor at AUA)
on “The Ethical Civil Servant”; Dr. Arshak Balayan on “Who Knows Enough to
Wage a Just War?”; Dr. Xintong Wei on “Is Revolutionary Violence Justified?”;
and Dr. Bill Wringe (Balken University) on “Who Can Violate a Human Right
to Health? (And Why Does It Matter?)”.

Professor Wollff, in his role as a member of the Advisory Board of ETICA, also
took part in the project’s monthly meeting on April 23 and finished his visit to
Armenia by participating in the April 24 commemorative procession to the
Armenian Genocide Monument.



https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/people/jonathan-wolff
https://newsroom.aua.am/2026/04/29/etica-hosts-professor-jonathan-wolff-oxford-series-academic-events/
https://yerevan.academia.edu/HamletSimonyan
https://profiles.aua.am/user/abalayan/

Newsletter #2

3. New Funding: FORSEE

Trustworthiness in the Age of LLMs: From Theory to Practice

The Center actively pursues new funding opportunities within Horizon Europe and beyond. One recent
application has now succeeded. On 6 May 2026, the Center officially launched its partnership with the
Horizon Europe FORSEE project.

With a €600,000 grant, and Professor Maria Baghramian as PI, the Center for Ethics has now joined the
Horizon Europe Research and Innovation FORSEE project. FORSEE is coordinated by the Centre for Digital
Policy of University College Dublin (Ireland). AUA joins a distinguished international consortium of eight
partners spanning six countries: Tilburg University’s Institute for Law, Technology and Society
(Netherlands), Trinity College Dublin’s ADAPT Centre (Ireland), TASC Europe Studies (Ireland), the
Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin fiir Sozialforschung (Germany), the European Digital SME Alliance (Belgium),
Université Paul Sabatier Toulouse III (France), and Demos Helsinki (Finland). A team of five AUA
researchers will lead the work on trustworthy Al in the age of Large Language Models, focusing on the impact
of Al on the environment and healthcare. More information on the Project can be found here.

FORSEE seeks to develop criteria for Al “success” that reflect both general social expectations and the
perspectives of differently positioned stakeholders, alongside alignment with broader EU values and
strategic priorities. The project at AUA focuses on what counts as trustworthy Al, specifically in areas of
climate and health. More information on the event can be found here.

4. Research-in-Progress Meetings

The Center’s Research-in-Progress (RiP) series aims to foster a culture of collaborative philosophical
research in Armenia and to encourage critical engagement and dialogue between philosophers. Its ultimate
goal is to support peer-reviewed publications and conference papers by philosophers working in the
country. Since the start of the project, ETICA has hosted six RiP meetings, inviting philosophers, social
scientists, and PhD students from across Armenian institutions to present work in progress and to take part
in seminars.

5th RiP Meeting — 27 February

The 5th RiP meeting was held on the theme “Pluralism, particularism and
translation: How Walzer paves a way toward normative universality.” The
speaker, Dr. Naira Mkrtchyan (YSU), set Walzer’s project against two
theoretical backgrounds — the analytic tradition of the 1970s and the
postmodern turn in continental thought — before working through the
central themes of his Spheres of Justice (1983): pluralism, radical
particularism, complex equality, and the project of theorising “from
within.” She then considered how Walzer’s distinction between “thick” and
“thin” opens a route toward a form of normative universality, and closed :
with three critical observations on the assumptions underpinning his framework. Dr. Arshak Balayan (AUA)
served as respondent, and a lively Q&A followed.



https://newsroom.aua.am/2026/04/21/aua-center-ethics-public-affairs-joins-major-eu-ai-research-initiative/
https://etica.aua.am/new-projects/
https://newsroom.aua.am/2026/05/12/aua-officially-launches-forsee/
https://www.ysu.am/en/user/809
https://profiles.aua.am/user/abalayan/
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6th RiP Meeting — 26 March

The 6th RiP seminar focused on Professor Alexander Manasyan's paper
“Economic man and political man on global and national platforms” (YSU),
which set out the central challenges facing these two figures at both the global
and the national level and proposed a model for addressing them. Dr. Alen
Shadunts (AUA) served as respondent, followed by a Q&A.

7th RiP meeting - 08 May

On May 8 the RiP on the theme of “Trust, deference and doubt” was held at
AUA. The ETICA visiting researcher Margherita Ghiara, the Ph.D. candidate in
philosophy of science and epistemology at Vita-Salute San Raffaele University,
Italy was the speaker of this RiP and the ETICA researcher Kinley Gillette was
the respondent. The speaker presented to the audience how adolescents
exercise epistemic vigilance toward online science and pseudoscience.

The monthly Research-in-Progress series will resume in September 2026.
Philosophers across Armenian universities are welcome to attend and to
contribute. Researchers in other fields interested in organizing similar events are invited to contact
etica@aua.am for guidance and support.

5. Visiting Speakers Series

On 29 April, ETICA inaugurated its occasional Visiting Speakers Series with a §!
seminar by Dr. Charles H. Pence, President of the UCLouvain School of ("
Philosophy. Dr. Pence’s talk, “What does disciplinary structure tell us about
science? The case of cultural evolution,” prompted a wide-ranging discussion.

The two next visiting speaker events will take place on June 3, and June 11, listed
among our forthcoming events. Additional talks are planned for July.

The series will continue to bring distinguished international scholars to AUA throughout the lifetime of the
project, complementing the regular Research-in-Progress meetings with visits from leading voices in
philosophy and adjacent fields.

6. Philosopher’s Cafés

Philosopher’s Cafés are grassroots forums for philosophical discussion, founded by Marc Sautet in Paris on
13 December 1992. The idea is to bring people together in a relaxed public setting where they can think
through philosophical questions over coffee.

ETICA organizes Philosopher’s Cafés to make philosophy more accessible to Armenian students, opening
an informal, public space for friendly dialogue about life’s larger questions and current issues. Through
them, we hope to foster interest in philosophy, support the development of critical thinking, and give voice
to younger intellectuals by building a community of thoughtful, self-reflective people. To date, ETICA has
organised five Philosopher’s Cafés.



https://www.ysu.am/en/user/1860
https://people.aua.am/team_member/alen-shadunts/
https://people.aua.am/team_member/alen-shadunts/
mailto:etica@aua.am
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marc_Sautet
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4th Philosopher’s Café — 6 March

The 4th Philosopher’s Café brought together 14 students from Yerevan State
University and Brusov State University for a discussion on the ethics of
voting.

5th Philosopher’s Café — 6 April

The 5th Café was held on the theme “Is there a human right to democracy?”,
with ETICA researcher Dr. Xintong Weileading the discussion. Students from
the American University of Armenia and the French University in Armenia
came together to share perspectives, question one another’s assumptions,
and open up the conversation.

Anyone interested in attending or in hosting a similar event is welcome to
write to etica@aua.am with the subject line “Philosopher’s Café.”

7. Yerevan PhD Spring School - Apologies for the Past

The Yerevan PhD Spring School, Apologies for the Past, took place on May 21-27 in collaboration with
Yerevan State University and UCLouvain.

More information can be found here.

8. Upcoming Events

The Visiting Speaker’s seminar with Prof. Axel Gosserie, the President, Research Institute in Philosophy,
UCLouvain, Belgium will be organized by ETICA Center. Prof. Gosserie will talk about the role morality and
distributive duties. More information on this event can be found here.

Another Visiting speaker’s seminar, in conjunction with the FORSEE project, will take place on June 11.
Professor Paul Boghossian, Silver Professor of Philosophy at New York University will speak about “How
Human are Large Language Models?”.

B e AUA Somesms FORSEE
22
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Visiting Speaker’s Seminar
HOW HUMAN ARE "
LARGE LANGUAGE MODELS?

Junen | 4:30pm - 6:30pm
Akian Art Gallery, PAB

Professor Paul Boghossian
Silver Professor of Philosophy,
New York University

The American University of Armenia (AUA) and its Center for Ethics in Public Affairs (ETICA) will hold a
symposium on the theme “The Public and Its Problems: Philosophical Responses to New Challenges”.
The year 2026 marks the one hundredth anniversary of John Dewey’s lectures at Kenyon College that served
as the basis of his 1927 book, The Public and Its Problems. The symposium will take place on June 15 and
16, 2026 on AUA’s campus in Yerevan, Armenia.


mailto:etica@aua.am
https://www.ysu.am/en/news/93107
https://newsroom.aua.am/event/etica-seminar-role-morality-distributive-duties/
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For further information, please contact Prof. Armen Marsoobian at amarsoobian@aua.am or
marsoobianal @southernct.edu.

The international conference on the theme of “Trust and Hope in Times of Crises” will be held on June 22-
23, 2026. The event is organized by ETICA in collaboration with the International Federation of
Philosophical Societies, the Armenian Philosophical Academy, and Yerevan State University.

Co-funded by CENTER for ETHICS
- the European Union AUA in PUBLIC AFFAIRS
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International Conference
on the theme of .

June 22 - 23, 2026 | PAB, American University of Armenia

9. The Yerevan Academy for Linguistics and Philosophy (YALP)
The Yerevan Academy for Linguistics and Philosophy (YALP) will take place from June 29 to July 10, 2026.

Itis an annual intensive summer program in linguistics and philosophy. YALP started out in 2017 and brings
each year over 50 undergraduate and graduate students together. It hosts students from Armenia and other
countries in the region (broadly construed).

Participation in the Yerevan Academy for Linguistics and Philosophy is free of charge.

More information on YALP can be found here.


mailto:amarsoobian@aua.am
mailto:marsoobiana1@southernct.edu
https://sites.google.com/view/yalp2017/yalp-2026?authuser=0
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Stay in Touch
Our next update will be in September 2026

Visit our website, follow us on LinkedIn and on Facebook, and subscribe to this newsletter by
writing to etica@aua.am with the subject line “Newsletter subscription.”

Please check these links. Some were not working for me

Center for Ethics in Public Affairs

etica.aua.am

etica@aua.am
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